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Malweya
Year: 986 H
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Al-Malwiyat coins

Al-Malwivat was a coin used for commercial purposes along the sea trade routes that
connect the Gulf ports with the West Coast of India, Sri Lanka and the Maldeves. The
Malwiyat of Sri Lanka and Maldeves took the shape of the hook, whereas those of the Gulf
and West India were straight. Al-Mothanayat include both Al-Malwiyat manufactured in

Sri Lanka and Maldeve and those were acquired through trade activity. Al-Malwiyat weighs
about 4.9 grams and is made of pure silver. But the West Indian Malwiyat comes from
Begapour and was made of an inferior quality of metal than those of the Gulf and

Sri Lanka. So merchants gave them little evaluation. Mandelslo (1659) talked about the
Malwiyats as coins. Karington (1924) discussed them in more detail. The Malwiyats were
known from their discs yet they were so small that drawings almost can hardly be stamped,
therefore many pieces can't be defined accurately. The Malwiyats were common coins
around the years 1500, 1700 B.C. and there's a group of Malwiyats with little value and
little weight, that was in use in the 18th century in Al-Hafouf region. At that time it was
subject to Ottoman-appointed rulers of Al-lhsaa region on the West Coast of the Arabian
Gulf of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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The Arabian Currencies written by Rev. Anastas Mary Al-Karmeli mentions the reality of
Dinar and Dirham and their amounts. They differ in amount, weight, from one country to
another. The Holy book mentioned them and addressed issues related to Zakat, dowry and
other matters. Concerning the Sharia Dirham, ten Dirhams weigh about 7 gms of gold and
one ounce weighs 40 Dirhams, so it is seventh tenths of the Dinar. One pure amount of
gold weighs 72 grains of medium-sized barley. All these amounts were known and applied
during the pre-Islamic period, and were of different kinds, foremost among which were:
Al-Tabareya, 5 medium Dirhams

Glass measures were used by people to weigh Dinars, Dirhams and precious stones and
jewels. At that time glass was the best material for this purpose because it is not affected by
humidity. There were so many kinds of glass measures. In Egypt, 13 carob fruits were used
as a measure. Many books were written about glass measures. One such book was written
by Stanley Paul. A number of such books are found at the Iragi Museum under the name
of Abdul Malik. Some parts were issued by Nasser Al-Nagshabandi in his book, Al-Dinar
Al-Islami - page 193 number 12301 IM, and under No. 8140 IM.



lslamic Comns Mintage

e ke
I AWA

- B e s

e § A @ il

¥ L i E' LE]
.EQ_..I-.-... JI..F il B T

Marip Theresa Riyal

Year. 1780 AD

Mant. Najd & Hejaz

Ruler King Abdul Ariz Al Saud
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we will also discuss some Dinars and Dirhams of slates that gained their

LR

dence from the Abbaside Khalifate, such as Bani Ogqall, Bani Marwan. Al-Saftareen

and Bani Baineoor. In addition there were the coins of the state of the Saljuks and the titles

d names adopted by their kings. One such Dinar was minted to commemorate a certain
and featured Aayat Al-Kursi of the Holy Quran. There were also the coins of the
Roman Saljuks which featured an equestrian knight and the image of the lion and the sun.

We can also recognize coins that were circulated in the Arabian Gulf, India and Ceylon in

the 17th century, having the form of a hook. and called “lazeen”. It was struck in silver and
copper. We also have coins used in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia at the time of King Abdul Aziz
Al Saud. such as the Austrian Maria Theresa Riyal, carrying the word Najd or Al-Hijaz, and

the Queen Victoria rupee which carried the word Najd
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Al Gouriyeh
Ruler: Mohamad Bin Sam
Year: 598 H
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Propaganda Coins

=

- '_-'_..j'. in of the Governor or "W"l.ff’“.ﬁ”"q' :}n’ the
f'u-l e ruti il I!'I*.,':f"- : 1'..;1:\f'-l-.: i Ihl'-r i“.Jl'l!l..a.;l.l

n of the propaganda coins was not confined to a

-'.t.]".'i by !-..j-”".- L “.I"" Hj oM E'!L:[f

(xS, pIciures or syi

fohanistan between the city Ol MNamor or Hirah

ctariec achieved by Sultan Ghayath Al-Din over the

cultan wanted to immortalize the military victory DYy

to "God I1s the gre. test™ the --'.r"!."rl,li ot victory




Islamic Comns Mintage

) (A
yakall il
e i ot
Grmb V08 i

Rasouli Dirham
Al-Melek Al-Mozefeer
struck at Aden

Year: 655 H
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Rasouli Dirham
Al-Melek Al-Mazefeer
struck at Zabeed
Year. 657 H
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Akhsheedi Dinar

Abo El-Qassem Al-Ekhsheed

struck at Misr
Year: 33B H
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Rasouli Dirham

Al Mansour Omar Bin Ali
struck at Sanah

Year: 643 H

Gl oS

Averse aa 4l

Reverse g4kl
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Andulus’s Dirham

Abd El-Rahman I
struck at Al-Zahra Town
Year: 337 H
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Safari Dirham
Ahmad Bin Abdullah
struck at Nisapore
Year. 267 H

Reverse gl Averse 4a ¢l

Reverse ¢kl Averse a4l
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Emperors of Moghuls
Jalal Al-Din Akbar
struck at Agra

Year:. 981 H
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Half-Dinar
Al-Walid Bin Abd Al-Malik
Year; 92 H
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Latin Arabic Dinar

MNorth Africa
Yearr 85 H
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Mamlouki Dinar

Al Zaher Bebrse
struck at Alexandria
Year: 659 H
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Bizanta Arabic Felse
Abd EI- Malik Bin Marwan
struck at Hims

Reverse ygiall

U ) | R CL oW [

Averse -1._}_5.."
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Bowahiya Dinar
Year 402 H

Mint: Dar Al Salam
Ruler: Baha Aldawlah

Reverse ,giall Averse aa ¢l
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Coins of the Bowahi state (320 - 454 AH / 932 - 1062 AD)

The Bowaihi state was contemporary to the Abbaside state and usurped the authority

of the Abbaside Khalifas. Nevertheless, the Bowaihi coins were minted along lines identical
to those of the Abbasides, featuring the names of their rulers on both the front and reverse
sides of the coin, along with the name of the Abbaside Khalifah.
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Samani Dirham

MNasr Bin Ahmad
struck in Balikh

Year: 315 H
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There are also the coins of the Samani state (204 - 395 AH) which were struck in gold and
silver and were similar to those of the Abbasides. They also coined Dirhams that were
distinguished by their shape and size. Some coins of the Ghaznawi state (366 - 582 AH /
977 - 1189 AD) and Al Ghoreya state (390 - 612 AH / 1000 - 1245 AH) which ruled India,
followed by the llkhan Tartars who built their state over the remains of the Abbaside
Khalifate after their leader, Holako killed the last Abbaside Khalifah, Al-Mustaasim Billah, in

the year 656 AH. A number of Tartars eventually converted to Islam and came to be known
as the llkhan Tartars.
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Ottoman Empire

Abd El-Hameed Bin Abd Al-Majeed
struck in Misr

Year. 1293 H
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Coins of the Ottoman state (680 - 1342 AH / 1281-1924 AD)
We have discussed some of their gold and silver coins. Here we see the big difference in the
form and content of the Ottoman coins compared with what we see in the coins of other

Islamic states.

Ottoman Dinar
Saliman Bin Salim

struck at Qustania
Year: 926 H Reverse ,glall

www, mahaja.com




lelamic Coins :"I-'linhuh_'-.-

=t ,.u ;LL_-.:

Bani Hafs Dinar
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Bani Hafs State (625 - 982 AH / 1228-1269 AD)
In the minting of their coins, the Bani Hafs followed the style of the Al-Muwahidin state; for
this reason, it s difficult to differentiate between the coins of the two states. Coins of North

Africa were also minted by the Bani Hammood, Bani Abbad Nasr and Bani Murrein states,
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Copper Derham

Ruler: Yousef Bin Ayoub
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The Ayoubid State Coins (564-650 Hijra / 1169-1252 A.D)

This is a famous state in Islamic history, and its founder Salahuddin Al-Ayoubi minted gold
coins similar to those of the Fatimides. Silver Ayoubi coins had geometrical shapes different
from those of the copper coins struck with the portrait of persons. There were also the
Mamluk coins, notably the Dinar of Saifuddin Qotoz, and Al-Tahir Saifuddin Bargooq the
sultan of Burji Mamluks
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Al Muwahidin State (524 - 667 AD)
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Islamic Coins Mintage
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Al- Murabeteen State ( 448 - 541 AH /1056 -1147 AD)

Their rulers had a different style from that seen elsewhere in North Africa. The verse from
the Holy Quran ("He who seeks a religion other than Islam shall not be accepted and will
be among the losers on the day of judgment”) was struck on their coins. That was the
slogan of Al-Murabeteen,
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The Idrissi State (172-363 AH / 789-974 AD) Al-Aghlabi State (184 - 296 AH / 800 - 909 AD)
They minted their coins along the same lines as the Abbasides did theirs (during the Al-Aghlabi Dinar was known for its small size and was adorned with ornaments similar to
first period). Their coins featured texts from the Holy Quran (“right has come and away those seen on the Abbaside Dinar, adding to it the word “Ghalab" and the ruler's name
evil has gone”) next to the ruler's name in the external circle of the coin. without a title. Unlike the silver Dirham, the Aghlabi Dinars do not mention the issuing city.
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Salihetin Dinar
Year 495 H

Mint: Aden

Ruler: Queen Arwa
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AL-Saliheiin coins (439-532 AD / 1097-1138 AD)

They are the representatives of Fatimides in Yemen. One of their coins features Queen
Arwa, the King's wife. However, her name was never struck on the coins, because it was
only her husband's name that appeared on the coins, although the coinage date appearing
on the coin was during her reign.
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Coins of the Fatimide state (297 - 567 AH / 909-1171 AD)
hed in North Africa and its founder issued similar coins to
Abbaside Dynasty period with the addition of (“Abdullah, the Amir of
hdi Billah). Al-Muiz Lideen lllah issued his coins in a different
e other states, in terms of the
emblems). We also find several glass measures that were used by the

Fatimides as standards for the Dirhams and Dinars
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Fatamids Glass Cymbals
Al-Hakm Be Amr Allah
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Toloon Dnar
Year. 266 H
Mint: Egypt
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Coins of the Toloonite state (254-292 AH / 868-905 AD)

Coins of the Akhshidi state (323-358 AH / 969A.D)

These two dynasties ruled Egypt and issued coins similar to those of the Abbaside
Khalifate. but added the name of the Toloonite or Akhshidi ruler to the name of the
Abbaside Khalifah.
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Hamdani Dinar

Year: 330 H

Mint: Madinat Al Salam
Ruler: Nasser Seif Al-Dawla
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Hamdani state coins (293-394 AH / 905 - 1004 AD)
Hamdani coins were quite similar to the Abbaside second period Dinars and Dirhams, but

with the addition of the names of the Hamdani rulers on both sides of the coin under the
name of Abbaside Khalifah.
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Abbasids Dirham
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struck at Al-Mohammadeya
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Abbasids Dirham
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struck at Estakhre
Year: 140 H
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Abasids Dinar

Al Nasser Ldeen Allah
struck at Medinat El-Slam
Year. 613 H
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Coins of the Abbaside (132-656 AH / 749-1258 AD)

The Abbasides did not change the Ommayad coinage system during the early years of
their dynasty except the addition of certain religious phrases. They struck the words
“Mohammad is the prophet of Allah" to replace Surat Al-lkhlas. At the time of the Khalifah
Haroon Al Rashid, major changes were introduced as they issued new gold coins, striking
new sentences, phrases and names, starting during the reign of the Khalifah Al-Amin.

At the time of the Khalifah Al-Ma'moun a new text was added that is “Allah is the
supreme ruler before and after and the faithful will rejoice at the victory given by Allah”.
The names of the cities where the coins were minted were also mentioned on the Dinars.
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Year: 273 H

IIL_ﬂ,..nu.-ul|..-.--|'.'.. P—iJ.‘i

4.“'.3 ru..:n.n:u...u
rﬂ.m.” i.t_l.!.l. '—I_:.l.h
PO 14 [+
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Yzeed Bin Abd Al-Malik Year: 132 H
struck in Al-Andalus
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Coins of the Omayyad state (41-132 AH / 661-749 AD)

These coins include the Dinar of Abdul Malik issued in 77 AH. It was the first Islamic coin.
Its face carries the words: “La llaha llia Allah Wahdaho La Sharika Lah" on the other side
“ Allahu Ahad Allah Al-Samad Lam yalid Wa Lam Youlad”. There were also some of the
Omayyad Dinars and Dirhams till their state fell in the East. A branch of the Omayyads
established their own state Al-Andalos in the year 138 AH / 756 AD).
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Year: 79 H
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Sasanic Arabic Dirham
Al-Hajjaj Bin Yousef
struck at Beshawr
Year: 79 H
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Sassanite and Byzantian Coins ( 77 AH / 696 AD)

Muslims used Sassanite and Byzantian coins until the year 77 Hijra (696 A.D.) when the
Omayyad Khalifah, Abdul Malik Ibn Marwan started his economic reform. A rare coin was
the Byzantian Dinar on which Abdul Malik struck the emblem phrase in Arabic. “There is
God but Allah and Mohamad is the Messenger of Allah" while keeping the representations
of Hercules and his two sons on the coin. There was also a silver coin minted by Al-Hajaj

Ibn Yousif Al-Thagafi, and another one by Qatri Ibn Al-Fuja‘ah. There were also several
other copper coins depicting the portrait of Abdul Malik Ibn Marwan.
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Introduction

Introduction

For a long stretch of history, Man traded by barter before maoney was eventually invented.

There is little agreement among scientists concerning the beginnings of money, the “how",

“where”, "when" and "why" money came into existence and the way it developed over
the centuries. Before Islam, the two great empires, Persia and Rome, struck their coins in
silver, gold and copper. Indeed, for some time, the Muslims used the coins of these two
empires, along with their own Dinars, Dirhams and Fils.

In the late first Century after the Higera, specifically in the year 77 AH (696 AD),

the Muslims minted their first own coins during the reign of the Umayyad Khalifah,
Abdul Malik Ibn Marwan The striking of Islamic coins continued in subsequent centuries
in various countries and under various Islamic reigns.

Observers interested in the study of Islamic coinage have found that these coins shed light
upon Islamic history and provided information that one cannot find in historical literature
and documents. Indeed, those coins were used to establish facts and developments and
rectify a number of common historical fallacies.

The Gold Dinar (its name was derived from the Latin “Dinarius”) and the Silver Dirhams
(derived it from the Persian “Dirm”, itself derived from Greek and originally derived from
the Latin “Follis”, which means a bag of money).

In addition to being irrefutable evidence represented by the inscriptions, emblems, designs
and ornaments, the Islamic coins tell us about the economic, political, religious and social
circumstances of the state that minted them,
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Weights and Amounts
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